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Bill Type and Number:    Resolution 2019-143
Sponsor: Council Member Boyer
Date of Introduction: February 26, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS; TEU
Date of Analysis: March 1, 2019
Type of Action: Support for Master Plan Adoption
Bill Summary: The resolution supports the adoption of the City of Jacksonville Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan.
Background Information: Jacksonville’s image is marred by a high number of fatal and serious injury accidents involving pedestrians and bicyclists.  Walkability and bike-friendliness are essential components of a city’s quality of life.  Jacksonville has a sizable population that is unable to drive due to age or economics; for many Jacksonville residents, walking or biking is a necessity rather than a choice.  To reduce the numbers of pedestrian and bicycle injuries and fatalities, the City of Jacksonville funded the preparation of a study that resulted in a document entitled “City of Jacksonville Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan.”  The study establishes guidelines for evaluation and prioritization of bicycle and pedestrian improvements throughout the City.  The Master Plan identifies four statement projects, projects that have been included in the City’s adopted Capital Improvement (CIP) Plan.  The projects include: the Soutel Drive Road Diet; the Phoenix neighborhood Systematic Neighborhood Action Plan for Pedestrians; the accelerated installation of the prioritized list of RRFB’s (signalized pedestrian crossings);water trail development, specifically a waterfront trail loop on the Southbank to connect to the terminus of the Fuller Warren Multi-use Bridge as well as enhancement of the Northbank Riverwalk connection.  The Jacksonville Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee unanimously voted on February 14, 2019 to approve the Master Plan.  By this resolution, the City Council supports adoption of the Master Plan.
Policy Impact: Pedestrian and Bicyclists Safety
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
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